2.6.5   Concluding Remarks

Since connections function as mechanisms to transfer load from one
panel to another, their strength and stiffness is of vita]  impor-
tance to structural safety.    Recognizing this, and considering the
many uncertainties in connection design, various codes have recom-
mended that connections be designed with higher safety factors than
the adjoining elements.    The higher safety factors may be further
justified in light of the connection's susceptibility to inferior
quality control during construction.
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